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“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this sums up the 

law and the prophets.”  Matthew 7:12. 

RATIONALE 

Pastoral Care at Our Lady of Fatima provides a visible presence of God’s love within the actions, 

words and demeanour of all within our School. It draws on teachings of the Catholic faith, 

compassion and justice, demonstrating a deep respect and acknowledgement of the dignity of 

each individual, who is made in the Image of God (Genesis 1:27).  

Pastoral Care is at the heart of all Catholic schools and institutions. The central purpose of 

Pastoral Care at Our Lady of Fatima is to nourish, support, challenge and sustain all members of 

the school community: students, families, staff and members of the broader community and 

outreach. As such, a shared understanding of Pastoral Care should inform and influence 

relationships, and learning and teaching purposes and outcomes. Pastoral Care ensures that all 

members of our School Community are welcomed, have a voice, and can rely on a network of 

care and appropriate support when in need.  

At Our Lady of Fatima, the foundation of all Pastoral Care is underpinned by the values of our 

Mission Statement, which is to be a School community of faith, positive and safe relationships, 

differentiated and reflective teaching and learning practices, and collaborative community in the 

Catholic tradition. 

AIMS 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all staff, students and 

community in keeping with the Child Safe Standards Ministerial Order No.870 requirements. The 

policy refers in the broader sense to the Catholic Education Commission Victoria (To be known 

as CECV) Guidelines For Behaviour Support, Whole School Approaches To Supporting Positive 

Student Behaviour, refers to and draws upon our individual School Policies, including the 

Behaviour Support Policy, Anti-Bullying Policy, and all other related Policies.  

The definition of Pastoral Care is the care for the ‘whole person’, that is for the person’s 

spiritual, intellectual, social, physical and psychological wellbeing.  It originates in profound 

respect for the dignity of both the individual person and the community transformed by values 

of their faith. 

PASTORAL CARE IN TEACHING AND LEARNING 

At Our Lady of Fatima, We believe that students have the right to pursue a curriculum which 

suits their own individual needs and which responds to what the broader community expects 

from Catholic schools. 
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DEVELOPING SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 

At Our Lady of Fatima, we are committed to embedding a culture of child safety that has a zero 

tolerance of child abuse throughout our school and community.  

POLICY FRAMEWORK (IMPLEMENTATION) 

At Our Lady of Fatima we place a high priority on the fostering of a positive, welcoming, and 

inclusive community for all of its members.  The school promotes and encourages the 

development of positive partnerships between school, students, families and the broader 

community. 

Our Lady of Fatima School Vision Statement, Mission Statement and High Expectations for our 

school community are relevant to our pastoral care policy.  These include:  

● The Three rights: to respect, to learn and to be safe. 

● Our Mission Statement: We take our school motto “Dream, Believe, Achieve” as our 

starting point. 

● Our Dream for each child is that they will: 

Have a love and excitement for learning 

Assume responsibility for their decisions and actions  

Be encouraged to be thinkers using their gifts of creativity and imagination  

Be confident risk takers with a sense of self belief  

Develop a positive sense of self worth and their own uniqueness 

 

● We Believe that Our Lady of Fatima 

Is a community that works together living out Gospel Values and proclaiming the Good 

News of Jesus Christ 

Provides a well-balanced Religious Education Program 

Belongs to and is an important part of our parish faith community  

Supports all parents as partners in their child’s education 

Encourages every child to reach their potential  

 

● We Achieve at Our Lady of Fatima by 

Offering a wide variety of teaching strategies  

Providing staff with regular opportunities to engage in Professional Development 

Encouraging a stimulating non-threatening environment in which all children can learn  

Providing contemporary resources to maximise learning outcomes for all 

students/programs. 

Providing ongoing assessment & reporting on students’ performance to enhance 

learning and teaching.  
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At Our Lady of Fatima our Positive Student Behaviour Policy and Child Safe Policy enhance our 

Pastoral Policy. 

At Our Lady of Fatima we support the Standards from the Ministerial Order Number 870 that 

relate to Pastoral Care.  These strategies aim to embed an organisational culture of child safety. 

These include: 

● A Child Safety Policy  

● Set standards about the ways in which school staff are expected to behave with children 

(refer school policy, VIT Teaching Code of Conduct and AITSL standards) 

● Support, encourage and enable school staff, parents and children to understand, 

identify, discuss and report child safety matters including grooming 

● Support or assist children who disclose child abuse, or are otherwise linked to suspected 

child abuse 

● Set standards about the way school staff are expected to behave with children 

● Support the safety of new and existing staff through the interview and induction process 

● Ensure school staff, volunteers and external contractors have an up to date Working 

With Children Check 

● Ongoing Professional Development for staff with regard to Child Safety and government 

processes 

● Processes in places for responding to and suspecting child abuse 

● Social Emotional Learning Strategies that promote student participation and 

empowerment in relation to behaviour, healthy and respectful relationships, resilience 

and child abuse awareness and prevention 

● A ‘hands off’ approach with the students but a staff member may use restraint that is 

appropriate to prevent or restrain a student from acting in a manner that places at risk 

his or her own safety  

● No student should be alone with a teacher in a room.  It is wise to ensure that staff have 

witnesses to any disciplinary action that may occur 

 

At Our Lady of Fatima Positive Classroom & Playground Behaviour expectations include: 

● Each level will develop a list of positive student behaviours early in the year. The 

“Positive Student Behaviours” will be clearly displayed in the room, alongside Our Lady 

of Fatima “High Expectations” and “Three rights” 

● All staff are responsible for creating a classroom climate where each person’s rights and 

responsibilities are understood and respected, and where student’s voice is heard and 

respected  
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● Supportive feedback style that is negotiated between the classroom teacher and the 

students. 

● Feedback according to the Supporting Positive Student Behaviour Policy. 

● We acknowledge that all children need to feel safe, respected and confident that their 

concerns will be listened to through use of affective questions, with a view to children 

using them for personal problem solving. 

● We recognize that if a violation of a relationship occurs it must be dealt with justly. 

● Each teacher is responsible for their duty area 

● Class teachers are responsible for making children aware of acceptable playground 

behaviour 

● It is the responsibility of any staff member moving around the school to stop 

unacceptable behaviour when they see it 

 
 

 


