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Newsletter
Term 2 Week 5MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 Dear Parents

The last few weeks of flexible and remote learning have been challenging for everyone in education so 

it is good to have light at the end of the tunnel and the dates set for a return to school.

A letter detailing those dates and the procedures was emailed to our school community on 

Wednesday 13th May and is attached again to this newsletter.

I wanted to take this opportunity on behalf of the school and our teaching 

staff, to offer my thanks for the support you have provided during this 

transition. The commitment, creativity and energy shown by parents and 

teachers in educating our students has been an inspiration. Thank you for 

sharing examples of this work with us for inclusion in our assemblies and on the face book page.

As we prepare for the students to return there are a number of school practices which will need to 

change. Of particular note is the directive that we establish drop and go zones so parents do not enter 

the school yard, visit classrooms or gather in car parks.

This is perhaps the toughest one for our parent community as we have a strong 

tradition of parents feeling welcome to enter classrooms and the schoolyard, to 

connect with teachers and other parents at pick up and drop times.

Access to after school play on the back playground will also have to be 

suspended until further notice. I know many of you enjoy catching up regularly 

in this area but sadly we cannot offer this in the current climate. We must keep 

in mind that these directives are there to keep us healthy and safe in the face of 

the Covid 19 pandemic, and that they are not permanent changes to the way 

we interact.
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A large part of next week for us at school involves planning to ensure safe and orderly return to 

school and also considering how we can best keep our community strong and connected. Please look 

out for a newsletter again next Thursday which will explain how we will manage the morning drop off 

and afternoon pick up.

We have had lots of really positive feedback from so many of you regarding the online learning space 

which teachers have created.

Next Friday 22nd May will be a day without any google meets. Instead there will be family 

friendly activities and time for students to revisit any activities they have particularly 

enjoyed.

Staff will be spending time on this day to work on a modified format of the 

mid-year report. With students working from home and less opportunity for 

teachers to conduct formal assessments, the reports will not be as detailed as 

usual. 

However, we do plan to issue a report for each child by the end of term two and 

look forward to parent teacher interviews early in term three.

We appreciate that after weeks of home schooling, many of you have new 

insights into how your child approaches their work, their strengths and 

challenges.

Sharing your insights with your child?s teacher will make these interviews very valuable.

Thank you again for all you have done during this time.Please ensure you have read the 

accompanying newsletter from earlier this week and are aware of the return to school timeline.

Monica Coyle

                     FaceBook page contact details: Email Laura pa@fatimarosebud.catholic.edu.au  
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Dream Believe Achieve

13thMay 2020

Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible learning.

Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government and the Catholic Education 

Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) have advised that schools can begin a phased return to onsite 

schooling.

In the f ir st  st age, students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, will return to school from Tuesday 26th  May. 

To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a student-free day. 

In the second st age of our return to onsite schooling, all other year levels will return to school from 

Tuesday 9th June.

For those students who have been attending school, the existing model of onsite schooling will 

remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 May to Tuesday 9 June. However if you 

are now in a position to make alternative arrangements for supervision we ask that you amend your 

booking days accordingly. The conditions regarding access to this onsite supervision remain tightly 

prescriptive with the advice that it is only accessible for vulnerable students and for those students 

where parents cannot work from home and where no alternative arrangement for supervision can be 

made.

All other students in years 3 - 6 will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9th June.

Note that the reasons for a carefully staged return to school have been determined with great care to 

reduce the risk of Covid19 spreading through the community. The reduced numbers onsite mean that 

older siblings in years 3 ? 6 cannot return at the same time as their younger siblings. This is a 

government directive under the advice of the medical experts.Please do not ask if older students can 

also attend during this time.It is a directive for the entire community, not subject to local decision at 

individual schools.

Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal.  This means 

if you choose to keep your child/children home after their year level has returned to onsite schooling, 

we can no longer support their learning from home.
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This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those 

families, please contact us so we can make an appropriate plan.

This same approach is being taken by all Catholic and Government schools in Victoria.

To support the health and wellbeing of all students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced 

cleaning routine and will encourage frequent handwashing.

If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek 

medical advice.

While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical 

distancing at school, there will be a number of important changes to our school operations, consistent 

with health advice to all schools that will be made available in coming days. These will apply until 

further notice. I will provide more details about our local school context as soon as possible, but it is 

important to note that changes will include:

- adjusted arrangements for pick-up and drop-off

- restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff and 

students

- the way we conduct parent?teacher meetings and interviews

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and 

learning. I can assure you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health advice 

available to our state.

More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the CECV 

website, which will continue to be updated:                                                                 

www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents.

Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time. You have done a truly wonderful 

job supporting your children and engaging with the teachers during a very challenging time. 

We look forward to welcoming students back to the classroom.

Yours sincerely,

Monica Coyle

Principal

http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents
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