
        OUR LADY OF FATIMA SCHOOL 
      16 Hinton Street Rosebud 3939 

 Ph 59 500 400  
 

6th October 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
With the exciting news that all our students are returning to school next week on Monday 12th 
October, I write to welcome you back and provide some information to assist with the transition. 
We anticipate that many students will be very happy to be returning to school, but there will also 
be a bit of anxiety for some children and parents after so many months of remote schooling. 
Don’t hesitate to be in touch to let us know of any particular concern your child may be 
experiencing and we will work with you through the process of returning to school.  
There is a flyer with tips for parents attached to this newsletter which all parents may find helpful.  
 
Teachers are using the google meets in the early part of this week to prepare students for the 
return to class.  They will use Thursday and Friday setting up classrooms and learning spaces to 
welcome the students.  
 
Health and safety measures 
As on-site schooling resumes, we will maintain measures introduced earlier this year to protect the 
health and safety of students, staff, families and the community. These include: 
 

 extended drop off period from 8.30 – 9.00am and staggered finish and pick up times between 3.15 
and 3.30pm. 
 

 using multiple entry and exit point for students accessing the school.  The drop off and pick up 
routines will operate the same way as they did when students last attended school.   Details are 
provided later in the newsletter for those who need a reminder of their designated time and 
location.  
 

 Unfortunately, parent access to school grounds is still not permitted, so parents are asked to stay in 
their cars when dropping children at school.  Those parents who walk to and from school will leave 
students at the crossing or the school gate.    
 

 There will be a continued emphasis on hand hygiene and physical distancing where possible. 
 

 Hand sanitiser will be provided in every room and frequent handwashing will be encouraged. 
 You are welcome to supply your own sanitiser if you prefer a particular brand.  
 

 In addition to our regular daily cleaning at the end of each school day, we will have cleaners on site 
to disinfect work surfaces, play grounds and touch point such as door handles and taps throughout 

the day.  

 
 Please remember to provide a named drink bottle for your child – as students cannot drink directly 

from the bubble taps.   

 



 If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and 
seek medical advice. 

 
Please note:  Now that onsite classes are resuming for all primary school children, all students will be 
expected to attend school as normal. If your child is unable to attend due to health or medical reasons 
please provide a medical certificate indicating the situation and contact us so we can make an 
appropriate plan to support your child. 
 

As we return to face-to-face learning, please be assured we will be focused on three key priorities 
in Term 4: 
 
Mental health and wellbeing  

Student wellbeing will be a focus of classroom activities with our highest priority being to create a sense of 

belonging and support the mental health, of every student and member of staff.  This means effectively 

mobilising all available resources to support our most vulnerable students and enabling staff to access the 

relevant support services.  If you feel your child is in need of additional, targeted support that has not 

already been addressed by our wellbeing team please let us know.  You can do this via your classroom 

teacher, our learning diversity leader Dimity Hemingway dhemingway@fatimarosebud.catholic.edu.au  or by 

emailing principal@fatimarosebud.catholic.edu.au. 

   

Learning and excellence 

Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning environment, others have maintained 

their learning progress, and some have fallen behind, despite their best efforts and those of their families 

and teachers. Our priority will be supporting both those who need it to catch up and those who have 

progressed to continue to extend their learning. 

 

Transitions  
We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children moving from kindergarten into 
Prep, the Grade 6s moving into Year 7.  
We know some families are worried that their child may have to repeat a year due to the disruptions 
of coronavirus (COVID-19). There is little evidence to support the benefits of repeating a year to catch 
up. Instead, schools will use teaching strategies that draw on the best evidence available to help 
students meet their learning needs.   
 
Parents, families and carers can be confident that the best option for almost every child is to stay 
with their peer group, whether that is moving from kindergarten into Prep, moving from Grade 6 into 
Year 7 at secondary school, or students moving up any year level in between. 
 
Our school, working with you, has shown it can be flexible and adaptable in responding to the 
challenges of coronavirus (COVID-19) and will continue to meet student needs as we look towards 
the end of the 2020 school year and ahead to 2021.  
  

UNIFORM 
We understand many students will have done some considerable growing since they last wore 
school uniform.  Some parents may need to purchase new items of clothing or be looking for items 
from the second hand uniform shop. To support families with this there are two options. 
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(a)  Beleza uniform shop is open for click and collect 4 days a week as follows: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 1.00pm – 5.00pm 
See flyer attached. 
 

(b) You can email us at info@fatimarosebud.catholic.edu.au and let us know what items you 
need.  There is limited stock in some sizes in the second hand uniform shop but we will try 
and meet your needs where we can.   Let us know the item and size you are looking for. 
 

If still experiencing difficulty with uniform, just send a note with your child and let us know.  
Don’t forget – hats are required in term 4. 
 
See attachments for further information regarding uniform sales, traffic management and tips to 
help parents and students cope with the return to school.  
 
We look forward to the term ahead.  It will look different to our usual final term but we will do all 
we can to make it special and memorable for all the right reasons.   Stay safe everyone.  
See you next week 
 
Kind Regards 

 
 
Monica Coyle 
PRINCIPAL 
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT – PICK UP AND DROP OFF 
The requirement that schools have staggered pick up and drop off times is a state-wide directive to ensure 
social distancing is maintained in and around the school yard.  We cannot let down our guard on the 
containment of the Covid 19 Coronavirus and must all play our part in keeping the community safe.   
 
The arrangements in place are designed to keep families together and provide maximum staff to co-ordinate 
and supervise the pick up and drop off zones.  
 
Note, there is NO change to the pick up and drop off points or times we established last term.    
Older brothers and sisters will be collected at the same time and location as their younger siblings.  
 

MORNING DROP OFF 
There is a drive through drop off area with a designated kiss and go zone in the main carpark in the 
morning.   Staff are on hand to assist with traffic management.  We do ask that all students in the 
drop off zone remain in cars until the designated drop off point and enter the school via the back 
gate.  There have been very few issues with this to date and traffic has flowed freely with 4 – 5 cars 
able to drop off at the same time.   The side gate near the office will only be used for overflow if 
required. 
 
Parents may also choose to drop students on Hinton Street where they can safely access the school 
crossing and enter via the front gate.  Staff will be on hand to direct the traffic and ensure students 
enter the school grounds safely.  
 
Students who walk or ride to school can continue to do so and are reminded to always use the 
designated crossings and wait to be called through. 
 
AFTERNOON PICK UP 

There are three pick up locations – families are allocated to one of these 
(1)  The area in front of the hall  
(2) The back gate at the far end of the car park 
(3) The front car park  

 
 
TIMELINE FOR AFTERNOON PICK UP 
Driveway opens at 3.15pm    
As a courtesy to through traffic please do not queue in the street or park across driveways  
3.15 Pick up – Drive through 
Front of Hall for all Prep students along with their brothers and sisters. 
Back Gate for all Year 4 students along with their brothers and sisters. 
 
3.20 Pick up – Drive through 
Front of Hall for Year 6 students without siblings in Year P - 4 
 
3.30  Pick up - Drive through 
Front of Hall Year 1/2 along with their brothers and sisters. 
Back Gate Year 3 students along with their brothers and sisters. 
 
3.30 Pick up – Park and collect 
Front Car Park  Students in Year 5 who have no brothers and sisters in the school  



Year 5 parents please reverse park on the left hand side of the carpark and wait for your child to come to the 
car.  Teachers will supervise movement from classroom to car.  
 
Please note:  Students can walk or ride bikes as usual and will be directed to supervised crossings to exit the 
school safely.  Please let us know the days your child will be walking or riding.  
Year 3 – 6 families will receive a note in the class news confirming your pick up time and location 
 
There may need to be adjustments and some movement of family groups to accommodate work or other 
school pick ups – Please call and advise us if this is the case for your family. 
 
 
 

        OUR LADY OF FATIMA TRAFFIC FLOW MAP FOR PICK UP AND DROP OFF 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 



RETURNING TO SCHOOL: 7 TIPS FOR PARENTS/CARERS TO HELP CHILDREN COPE 
 

Adapted from: Parent zone  
 
After months of remote learning and a range of COVID19 restrictions, children will be returning to school 
routines, classrooms, classmates, teachers, expectations and, in some cases, even new school settings.  
Amid the anticipation and excitement many children are feeling, for some, leaving the home learning routine 
and environment may create anxiety for a range of reasons including: the ongoing uncertainty of COVID19; 
social distancing and hygiene measures in place; family circumstances related to health; grief associated with 
a recent loss; or economic circumstances.  
To prepare and support students’ return to onsite learning and the school/classroom environment, consider 
the following tips:  
 
 
1. Talk to your children about how they feel  

 

 It is important to encourage children to discuss their feelings about returning to school.  

 If they feel anxious or worried, help them understand this is perfectly normal, and that you and their 
teachers are there to support them.  

 Although difficult, try not to share any anxiety you may be feeling with your children.  

 Bear in mind that your child may be returning to a pre-existing issue from before remote learning – 
for example, a bullying or relationship issue, or difficulty with school work or staff – or they may be 
preparing for the transition to secondary school.  

 Try to give them a non-judgemental and supportive place to share any worries. Younger children, in 
particular, may not always have the words to express their feelings, so try to find a way of bringing 
up the conversation without putting pressure on them – for instance when you’re playing with them 
or going for a walk. This can help them to open up naturally and identify what they’re worried about.  
 
 

2. Pack right, pack light  
 

 Your school will have been in touch to let you know what your child should and shouldn’t bring on 
their return. Eg. bring an individual water bottle.  

 Make sure you have checked with your school about what they need in order to make your child’s 
day easier.  
 
 

 
3. Support children to understand the school procedures  
 

 Your school will also have been in touch to explain various procedures in place – such as entry 
points, break times and hand washing routines.  

 If you haven’t received this information or are unsure you should contact your school office.  

 It will be important for your child to understand social distancing and hygiene rules and, importantly, 
why they are in place.  

 Read school communications with your child and make sure they are prepared and know what to 
expect when they arrive at school.  

 



4. Familiarise yourself with school procedures  
 

 You’ll need to know where and when to drop children off and pick them up, as well as what parts of 
the school you can access.  

 If your child travels to/from school independently, including on public transport, you should talk to 
your child about getting to and from school, including observing the directions of Victoria’s Chief 
Health Officer (ie. social distancing, group gatherings).  

 Your child will be expecting you at the end of the day so make sure you, or whoever is collecting 
them, are there in the right place at the right time.  

 If your child travels home independently, make sure you, or another carer, is there to welcome them 
home and check-in about their day.  

 
 
5. End of day emotions  
 

 For younger children in particular, a school day can require a lot of self-regulation or compressed 
behaviour, which can lead to tired and emotional outbursts later on in the day.  

 Given the length of remote learning and new school safety procedures in place, these emotions may 
be hard to cope with when they return home.  

 It is a good idea to keep this in mind, and allow some time for ‘letting off steam’ by encouraging 
children to unwind and play outdoors.  

 
 
6. Stay informed  
 

 Given the long absence from school, there may be a period of readjustment.  

 Discuss and affirm familiar routines and school expectations regarding uniform, grooming, 
attendance and participation to help your child reconnect with their school community.  

 There may be fresh challenges for your child, from working with new classmates and teachers, to 
coping with their work and school expectations / ‘rules’.  

 Try to stay informed about how they are getting on – but if you are concerned, contact the school 
office about speaking to the class teacher.  

 
 
7. Sleep and rest  
 

 Your children may have been getting used to some unusual hours during the remote learning period 
and that may have extended into the school holidays.  

 Make sure children are getting a good night’s sleep for their return to school.  

 It might mean introducing some earlier bedtimes than they have had recently and limiting screen 
time.  

 A good night’s rest will help them cope with the return to school and the new routines they will be 
adapting to.  



 
 

 
    

  

CHANGE TO IN-STORE POLICY:  CLICK AND COLLECT ONLY  

Due to Victorian Government restrictions on retail services, this 

store is currently only open for CLICK-AND-COLLECT purchases. 

All purchases must be arranged through our online store at the 

following website:   

https://store.beleza.com.au  
  

To arrange your click-and-collect order, select the items that 

you’re after, choose “click-and-collect” at checkout, and select to 

collect your items from the ROSEBUD store.   

5/855 Point Nepean Road  Rosebud 

  

To arrange an exchange or refund, please send your request to 

our Head Office via our email:   

beleza@beleza.com.au  
  

We are unable to open for walk-in transactions or garment try-ons.  

 

We apologise for any inconvenience this change may cause and 

look forward to seeing you in-store when we can!  
 

Beleza School Uniforms | Head Office | 72 Wedgewood Rd, Hallam VIC 3803   
Ph: (03) 9702 3218 Fax: (03) 9702 3193 | Email: beleza@beleza.com.au   

Rosebud Store ph 5982 2388 
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